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December 10, 2008

Dear Alumni, Parents and Friends,

Schools on both sides of the Atlantic continue to show interest in the BAEF.  British 

schools still find our scholars to be welcome additions to their communities, yet families 

of American students wishing to study in Britain face enormous costs due to the exchange 

rate.  We continue to be committed to providing and encouraging a post-graduate year in 

spite of the cost.  Nevertheless, many students end up going straight to college in the face 

of financial realities.  Our executive director, Laurel Zimmermann, is attempting to work 

with British schools to advocate for scholarship aid on behalf of our students.  In addition, 

under direction from the board, Laurel is also looking into a new initiative.  

American schools that are traditional sources for the BAEF cite a significant increase in 

academic pressures throughout high school, which have led schools, parents and students 

to seek a non-academic gap year before moving on to college.  Colleges, recognizing this 

trend, routinely grant postponed enrollment.  We are exploring the idea with our contacts 

in British schools of sending students to act as Gap Assistants.  These Gap Assistants have 

long been a tradition in British schools, which rely on them for assistance in coaching, 

music and dormitory monitoring.  We feel this role fits well with the BAEF scholars’ role as 

ambassadors and makes a virtue of the relative maturity of Americans who have completed 

their high school studies.  In her annual visit to the schools, Laurel will be extending her 

mission to meeting with schools who encourage the gap year program.  

All of these activities and benefits that the foundation provides rely on your support, for 

which we are very grateful.  We also rely on our network of alumni and friends to help 

students and schools to learn about our mission and the opportunities we offer.  

Many thanks and best wishes for the holidays,

 

Win Sheffield (Malvern ’73)

ESS@WinSheffield.com

!  Enclosed is my check for $_________ payable to “The BAEF”

!  I am making a payment online via Paypal at www.baef.org/giving.html

!  Please e-mail me about upcoming BAEF news and events.

Name:

E-Mail:

Address:

Phone:

British American Educational Foundation
520 Summit Avenue · Oradell, NJ 07649 · U.S.A. · www.baef.org · (201) 261-4438 

2008-2009 Annual Appeal

Please tell us about yourself on the reverse.  We would love to know what you’re up to.

The British American Educational Foundation, Inc. is registered in New York State as a 501c(3) 

charitable organization. Your contribution is tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.


